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Tour Bursary Fund 

Introduction 

Suffolk Singers is committed to ensuring that members are able to fully access the opportunities that 

the choir provides through its activities. It is recognised that not all members have an equal ability to 

pay and the choir wishes to ensure that ability to pay is not a barrier to members taking part in 

activities.  

The choir regularly undertakes singing tours both in the UK and in other countries which necessitates 

members to fund their own travel, accommodation and other costs. For some members, this 

represents a considerable financial burden which some may have difficulty meeting. To ensure that 

as many choir members as possible can take part in its tours, the choir will set aside funds to assist 

those in genuine hardship to participate in its tours. 

The purpose of this procedure is to set down a fair, consistent and open approach to providing 

financial assistance within the constraints provided by the choir’s finances, and to provide a 

framework within which decisions can be made in individual cases of hardship. 

Application Procedure 

1. The procedure is to be applied only to members of the choir and not in respect of financial 

assistance provided to any associate of the choir. 

 

2. The choir committee will consider applications for financial assistance, and make decisions 

about whether an application will be allowed and the level of the financial assistance the 

choir will provide. 

 

3. The choir committee’s considerations including the identity of applicants will remain 

confidential. The choir committee will report to the choir AGM annually on its application of 

the Tour Bursary Fund and the overall level of assistance provided during the previous choir 

year. 

 

Provision of Financial Assistance 

 

4. Financial assistance will be considered for any official choir tour which from time to time the 

choir may undertake.  

 

5. The level of subsidy provided in approved cases to individual members will be a maximum of 

50% of the overall cost paid by full paying choir members attending the tour which may 

include travel, accommodation, insurance and other costs as appropriate.  
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6. The overall cost of providing financial assistance will be met from the Tour Bursary Fund. The 

fund will be established using income received from Gift Aid on donations and subscriptions 

paid by members or associates of the choir, subject to a maximum of £1,000 per annum 

being paid into the fund. In the event that income from Gift Aid is not received in advance of 

financial assistance being required from the Tour Bursary Fund, funds may be made 

available from the choir’s general fund to meet the cost until Gift Aid funding is available, 

subject to the approval of the choir’s committee. 

 

7. Assistance will be granted to members at the absolute discretion of the choir committee. 

The total granted for any single tour will not exceed the value of the fund at the beginning of 

the financial year in which the tour takes place.  

 

Applications for Assistance 

 

8. Applications for assistance will be made in the first instance to the Treasurer of the choir in 

writing. The application will include a specific request for the level of assistance being 

requested which must be within the parameters set down in this procedure. No evidence of 

financial hardship will be sought from the applicant but they should be aware that funds are 

limited and any assistance awarded to them will be funded from Gift Aid on subscriptions 

and donations of other choir members and associates of the choir. 

 


